November 7, 2011

The Larchwood City Council met for a Regular Meeting on Monday, November 7, 2011 at 6:30 pm.  Council members in attendance were: Mike Metzger, Josh Feucht, Ted Underberg, Sharon Meffert and Dean Snyders.  Others in attendance were: Tony DeSmet, Verdona Kelly, Carla Manning, Steve Simons and Sandi DeSmet.

Mayor Pro-tem Snyders called the meeting to order with roll call.

The Consent Agenda was approved on motion by Underberg, second by Meffert. Roll call vote all ayes.  Items on the Consent Agenda were:  Minutes from the October 3, 2011 meeting.  Building Permits: Misty Fluit-addition, Mike Roemen-garage, Ken Kramer-storage shed.  Rebates: Vicki Van Veldhuizen-refrigerator/washer/dishwasher, Sharon Meffert-freezer, Jane Heirigs-water heater, Bill Scannell-heat pump.

Tony DeSmet gave the Maintenance Report: parks are winterized, set the Clercx park bench, tv installed at Rec Center, holes filled at the park and cemetery, gravel rolled and packed by the Lumberyard, Itron meter reader used, snow fence installed, maintenance and repair done to pickup, sewer project will start on November 8, there is a moss problem at the lagoon, will check to see what can be done, sold meter heads and remotes to the City of Inwood for $45 each, ready for snow removal, will look into another blade for the payloader. Council member Feucht asked to make sure all the meters are installed before the end of the year.  Tony told the Council about a School Board member asking about Cheryl Kramer’s bus being on the road. Tony said it is not a problem if it is off the road, but could become a problem with snow removal, he will keep an eye on it. Council member Metzger asked Tony to make sure to clean up his shop.
Steve Simons presented the Council with a Urban Renewal Joint Agreement with the Board of Supervisors to use TIF funding from Grand Falls Casino to work on secondary roads in the county, including those within a two mile radius of the city boundary and on farm to market extensions of the roads within the city limits. Motion by Metzger, second by Feucht to adopt this plan. Roll call vote: Metzger-aye, Meffert-aye, Underberg-aye, Feucht-aye, Snyders-aye.

Simons also updated the Council on the Economic Development Strategic Plan. The next step is to put together an Advisory Board and get a representative from each town. They will meet monthly for a while and as needed after that. He also talked with the Council on a Trees Forever Grant that is available until December 1. The Council agreed to check into the next round of grants.

Wages were reviewed for Tony DeSmet. Motion by Metzger to approve a 3% raise, second by Meffert. Roll call vote: Metzger-aye, Meffert-aye, Underberg-aye, Snyders-aye, Feucht-nay.

Council member Underberg asked the Council if there is anything they can do to help LEMS with funding for a new unit, as their grant was turned down by the Riverboat Foundation. The Council agreed to look into it when going through the budget process and perhaps LEMS could come to the next meeting with their budget request.

Bills presented for payment in the amount of $292,237.81 were approved on motion by Feucht, second by Metzger.  The following bills were presented for payment:

Alliance-phone/internet $188.31; Bob Doherty Jr-alleys $100.00; Campbell Supply-supplies $20.27; City of Larchwood-utilities $916.97; D&L Masonry-cement pads $885.00; Dakota Supply-meter reader $10,015.25, sewer supplies $3,927.42; Daniel Moser-gym refund $150.00; Davis Typewriter-office supplies $804.10; Dean Snyders-phone $15.00; Foundation Analytical-water test $12.00; Graybar-supplies $4.59; Hillyard-supplies $190.94; IDrive-backup $49.50; Iowa One Call-locates $63.30; Iowa Utilities Board-assessment $388.00; IPERS-retirement $1,717.72; IRS-fed/fica taxes $2,472.99; Jane Heirigs-rebate $100.00; Josh Feucht-mileage $13.50; Larchwood Library-allocation $4,076.10; Larchwood Lumber-supplies $182.21; Larchwood Mini Mart-gas $7.34; Larchwood Quick Stop-gas/diesel $506.85; Lyon & Sioux Rural Water-water usage $3,243.60; Lyon County Road-grader rental $90.00; Lyon Rural Electric-power $36,442.11; Mangold-water test $33.00; Meyer Electric-labor/supplies $9,558.59;
Mid-Sioux Opportunity-dues $500.00; Mike Metzger-mileage $13.50; New Century Press-publications $112.62; Petty Cash-postage $41.04; Postmaster-postage/stamps $72.32; R&S Sanitation-city service $104.58, town $5,842.88; Raman Tree Service-tree removal $3,550.00; Sandi DeSmet-mileage $53.10; Sharon Meffert-rebate $25.00; Stateline Graphics-publications $130.50; Ted Underberg-mileage $13.50; The Shop-supplies $72.59; Tony DeSmet-phone/tools $60.00; Treasurer State of IA-sales tax $2,591.39; Truenorth-Insurance $585.20; Vicki Van Veldhuizen-rebate $120.00; Walmart-tv/mount/supplies $424.34. TIF Expense: Civil Ag Group-main street $201,750.59. Library expenses $4,916.24: Alliance Comm-phone/internet $67.94; Baker & Taylor-books $352.07; City of Larchwood-payroll $2,872.38, utilities $109.09, Fica $219.75, Ipers-231.80; Crossings Book Club-books $146.83; Gayle Bruns-office supplies $119.99; Hillyard-supplies $124.50; Petty Cash-postage $25.00; Midwest Tape-dvds $440.14; Pumpkin Books-books $114.83;  Sioux City Library-dvd cases $20.48; Upstart-supplies $71.44.

October Expenditures:


October Revenues:

General 
$  15,263.88


General
$  76,455.61

Road Use
$  13,558.11


Road Use
$    6,920.78

Water

$  15,856.67


Water

$  10,864.09

Sewer

$    5,812.75


Sewer

$    9,144.67

Electric
$  42,110.35


Electric
$  60,721.08

Garbage
$    5,842.88


Garbage
$    6,003.88

TIF

$201,750.59


LOST

$    6,043.71



$300,195.23


TIF

$  60,548.29








$236,702.11

Library

$    4,916.24


Library

$    4,076.88

The meeting was then adjourned on motion from Metzger, second by Underberg.

Sandi DeSmet,
City Clerk

.
