March 8, 2011

The Larchwood City Council held a Public Hearing on Monday, March 7, 2011 at 6:30 pm. Council members in attendance were Mayor Vanden Bosch, Josh Feucht, Ted Underberg, Sharon Meffert and Dean Snyders. Mike Metzger was absent. Also present were Sandi DeSmet, Carla Manning, Verdona Kelly and Tony DeSmet.

Mayor Vanden Bosch called the Public Hearing to order. The hearing was to consider the Budget Estimate as published in the WEST LYON HEARLD on February 23, 2011. The estimated total tax levy rate per $1000 valuation on regular property is $7.12876 and the estimated tax levy rate per $1000 valuation on ag land is $3.00375.  There were no written or oral comments from the public. Motion by Feucht, second by Snyders to officially adopt Resolution 2011-1 RESOLUTION TO ADOPT BUDGET AND CERTIFICATION OF CITY TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2011 TO JUNE 30, 2012.  Roll call vote: Feucht-aye, Meffert-aye, Snyders-aye, Underberg-aye.

Metzger-absent. The Public Hearing was officially closed.

The City received a thank you from Matt & Kelsey McKenny for the baby electric credit.

The Consent Agenda was approved on motions from Underberg and Meffert. Items on the Consent Agenda were: Minutes from February 7, 2011 meeting. Rebates: Dustin Steen-water heater, Amy Snyders-washer, Bill Scannell-refrigerator, Deric Langenhorst-refrigerator & dishwasher, Doris Koch-refrigerator. Building Permits: Larry Zuraff-2 twin homes, Darren Dubbelde-twin home.  Liquor License-Larchwood Offsale.
Tony DeSmet gave the maintenance report which included: main valve replacement at Holder and Churchill, leak at Steve Michael’s. Bolt locks repaired on restrooms at the rec center. Meyer Electric installed temporary service for street lights, had a wiring problem.

Had a new block heater installed on the plow truck. Talked to Tim Higgins with the City of Sioux City about water leaks and he suggested pulling manhole covers to detect high flow. Ordered one 50w LED street light. Comparison of current 150w high pressure sodium to new light - current light takes 374.4 watts – new light will take 50.4 watts.

For the same price it takes to run 1 high pressure sodium, you can run 7.42 LED bulbs.

Mayor Vanden Bosch suggested implementing a 10 year plan to replace all street lights.

Financial reports and bills presented for payment in the amount of $97,966.70 were approved on motion from Snyders, second by Underberg. The following bills were presented:
Alliance-phone/internet $166.04; Amy Snyders-rebate $50.00; Andrew Johnson-snow removal $462.19; Bill Scannell-rebate $50.00; Bob Bruggeman-gym key refund $10.00; Bob Doherty Jr-maintainer $40.00; Campbell Supply-supplies $49.98; Denton Potter-rebate $150.00; Deric Langenhorst-rebate $70.00; DGR-map updates $164.00; Donna Roemen-gym key refund $10.00; Dustin Steen-rebate $80.00; East, Vander Woude, Grant & Co-audit $1001.00; Graybar-lights $61.14; IPERS-retirement $1093.98; IRS-Fed/FICA taxes $1763.38; Jeff Schmidt-maintainer $40.00; Larchwood Betterment Club-allocation $3500.00; Larchwood Fire Department-allocation $4466.00; Larchwood Food Center-supplies $17.55; Larchwood Library-allocation $4155.70; Larchwood Lumber-supplies $92.04; Larchwood Quick Stop-gas $611.75; Leonard Vanden Bosch-phone/mileage $55.50; Lyon & Sioux Rural Water-water usage $3891.20; Lyon County Secondary Road Dept-supplies & maintainer rent $839.00; Lyon County Sheriff-allocation $9259.00; Lyon Rural Electric-labor & usage $46,527.16; Marlo Stensland-rebate $500.00; New Century Press-publications $178.03; Office of Auditor of State-audit filing fee $175.00; Postmaster-postage $10.50; R&S Sanitation-garbage service $5074.44; Rock Rapids Machine-supplies $33.18; Security Savings Bank-deposit slips $151.00; Stateline Graphics-publication $41.26; Stensland Gravel-snow removal $9730.00; The Shop-repairs $172.40; Todd’s True Value-ups $33.51; Tony DeSmet-phone/tools $60.00; Treasurer State of IA-sales tax $3067.17; Vander Lee Motors-repair $63.60; Ahlers & Cooney PC-amended and restated urban renewal plan $1183.17.  
Library expenses $3956.77.Alliance Comm-phone/internet $51.37; Baker & Taylor-books $280.30; Central IA Library Svc-audios $95.45; City of Larchwood-payroll reimburse $2425.83; fuel reimburse $220.50; utilities $76.34; fica $185.57; ipers $168.60; Crossings Book Club-books $15.98; Petty Cash-postage $50.00; Pumpkin Books-books $131.83; Sioux Falls Networks-computer service $255.00.

February Expenditures:


February Revenues:

General
$  26,950.82


General
$     3,450.44

Road Use
$  12,225.28


Road Use
$     6,897.36

Water

$    6,059.12


Water

$     9,807.15

Sewer

$    1,605.31


Sewer

$     7,233.36

Electric
$  51,744.29


Electric
$   78,220.56

Garbage
$    5,074.44


Garbage
$     5,241.44



$103,659.26


LOST

$     4,052.17








$114,902.48

Library

$    4,550.04


Library

$    4,566.82

Ordinance No 6 – Amending Meter Read Ordinance
Motion by Underberg, second by Meffert to amend ordinance to read that water meters that do not have a remote shall be read monthly by the homeowner or tenant.  Failure to read by the 20th of each month will result in water disconnection and reconnection charges of $25.00 for renewal of service during regular working hours. Roll call vote: Feucht-aye, Meffert-aye, Underberg-aye, Snyders-aye, Metzger-absent. Council member Underberg moved that the rule requiring that an ordinance be considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to this meeting be suspended with respect to Ordinance No 6, second by Snyders.  Roll call vote: all ayes.

Ordinance No 7 – Amending Utility Service Requirements

Motion by Feucht, second by Meffert to amend the terms of activating utility service.

All resident(s) over the age of 18, acquiring utility service, must provide the City Clerk with the following:  name, address, telephone, social security number, photo id and signature(s) providing that all resident(s) at the property location are liable for service.

Roll call vote: Feucht-aye, Snyders-aye, Meffert-aye, Underberg-aye, Metzger-absent.

Council member Snyders moved that the rule requiring that an ordinance be considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to this meeting be suspended with respect to Ordinance No 7, second by Underberg.  Roll call vote: all ayes.

Discussion was held on a complaint of damage to a lawn from snow removal. In conclusion the council agreed that there is no way to prevent this from happening if we want to have adequate snow removal, and the city will not be responsible for repairs.
The Council would also like to remind citizens, that if they place objects in the city right-of-way that cause damage to the snowplow, they will be responsible for repairs.

Grand Falls Casino would like to use our lagoon’s to dump sewage until their sewer system is up and running.  Mayor Vanden Bosch asked the Council to think about what we want to charge them for this service. We will get more facts from the Casino, such as quantity and time frame, before the decision is made.

Nathan Vander Platts with Senator Harkin’s office will be meeting with the City Council on Tuesday, March 22 at 9am, he will then conduct a town hall meeting at 10:15 at the Larchwood Community Center for anyone interested in attending.
Next Meeting will be a Public Hearing adopting the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Codification on Monday, April 4, 2011 at 6:30 pm at City Hall.

Sandi DeSmet,

City Clerk

