January 5, 2012

The Larchwood City Council met for a Regular Meeting on January 4, 2012 at 6:30pm at the Larchwood Community Center.  Council members in attendance were: Dean Snyders, Brian Meffert, Josh Feucht, Ted Underberg, Sharon Meffert and Mike Metzger. Also in attendance were: Sandi DeSmet, Verdona Kelly, Tony DeSmet, Steve Simons, Darrren and Dawn Dubbelde, Lee Richarz, and Craig Olson.
The meeting was called to order with roll call by Mayor Snyders.

Craig Olson approached the council seeking permission to connect to city sewer on his lots west of city limits. After discussion, the Council agreed that it is the developer’s responsibility for all costs to connect to city sewer. The Council preferred to await the results of an engineering study and permits from the State before approving this project.
They discussed that it would be in the best interests of all related parties to install a septic system for the time being, but would look into this at a later date if interest arises.
Thank you’s were received from Jen Schemmel, Bard Brown, Tony DeSmet, Rachel Potter, Jesse Blauwet, Jean Leuthold, Carla Manning and Chris Viereck for the Larchwood Bucks. A thank you was also received from Cleone DeBruin for use of the Recreation Center during her therapy after knee surgery.

The Consent Agenda was approved on motion from Metzger, second by Underberg.

Roll call vote: all ayes.  Items on the Consent Agenda were: Approval of December 6, 2011 minutes, Rebates: Damon Langenhorst-water heater, Norbert Roemen-washer, Liquor License: Main Street Bar & Grill.

Tony DeSmet gave his maintenance report which included purchase of blade for payloader, mounted old blade on plow truck and replaced light, worked on skirting for breakaway light poles, changed water meters and cleaned shop. Tony updated the Council on water line replacement and street repairs for the upcoming budget, and is getting bids for mowers to be purchased in April.

Steve Simons informed the Council of a Northwest Iowa Development Partners Meeting  on Thursday, January 12, 2012 at Northwest Iowa Community College and of the Kickoff of the Lyon County Economic Development Strategic Plan on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at the Lyon County League of Cities meeting. Steve also received more information on the Trees Forever Grant.  Cities must pay $4,000 and students from the University of Iowa will design a plan to beautify the community. 
Mayor Snyders talked with the Council about the possibility of natural gas coming to Larchwood. There could be some fees involved in a study in the future and they should be put in the next budget.

The City of Larchwood has received their 2nd quarter check from the Lyon County Riverboat Foundation for $13,160.00.

Mayor Snyders made his Appointments for January 1, 2012-December 31, 2012:
Mayor Pro-tem: Ted Underberg


Attorney At Law: Lachlan Murphy Bonander

City Clerk/Treasurer: Sandi DeSmet


Electric Department: Sharon Meffert and Josh Feucht

Water and Lagoon: Brian Meffert and Ted Underberg

Streets and Garbage: Ted Underberg and Sharon Meffert

Recreational Center: Mike Metzger and Josh Feucht

Park and Cemetery: Mike Metzger and Brian Meffert

Representatives to Larchwood/Sioux Fire Board: Ted Underberg and Mike Metzger

Official Depository: Security Savings Bank

Official Newspaper: WEST LYON HERALD

NWIA Area Solid Waste Agency Representatives: Dean Snyders and Sandi DeSmet

Lyon County Economic Development Board: Josh Feucht

Representative for Library Board: Sharon Meffert

Annual Publication of Salaries
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Sandi DeSmet 38,656.00 $     Gayle Bruns 14,707.59 $   

Anthony DeSmet 44,090.50 $     Esther Knutson 2,331.00 $    

Sara DeSmet 94.26 $            Donna Maurer 1,096.29 $    

Josh Feucht 1,436.67 $       Katherine Sorlie 7,835.01 $    

Robert Lewis 3,984.25 $       Barbara Viereck 3,595.13 $    

Jared Lynch 967.50 $          29,565.02 $   

Carla Manning 1,175.00 $      

Sharon Meffert 1,570.00 $      

Mike Metzger 1,320.00 $      

Donald Reinke 5,217.00 $      

Stephanie Schreurs 8,641.75 $      

Dean Snyders 2,157.50 $      

Ted Underberg 1,320.00 $      

Leonard Vanden Bosch 2,450.00 $      

113,080.43 $   


Financial Reports and bills presented for payment in the amount of $132,345.53 were approved on motion from Underberg, second from Brian Meffert. Roll call vote: all ayes.

The following bills were presented for payment:

Alliance Comm-phone/internet $183.57; Andrew Johnson-snow removal $75.00; Campbell Supply-supplies $7.49; City of Larchwood-utilities $1085.08; D&L Masonry-concrete $640.00; Damon Langenhorst-rebate $170.00; Davis Typewriter-supplies $78.96; Dean Snyders-phone $15.00; Foundation Analytical-water tests $24.00; Security Financial-bond $100.00; Hillyard-supplies $150.06; Iowa Finance Authority-sewer loan interest $5,775.00; IMFOA-dues $30.00; IPERS-retirement $1,751.90; IRS-taxes $2,589.98; Ken Kerkvliet-rebate $500.00; Lachlan Murphy Bonander-legal $685.00; Larchwood Comm Group-Santa Day $25.00; Larchwood Fire-insurance payment $500.00; Larchwood Food Center-supplies $42.59; Larchwood Library-allocation $4,076.10; Larchwood Lumber-supplies $513.01; Larchwood Quick Stop-fuel $255.26; Leuthold Plbg-Railroad Sewer Project $47,213.50; Lyon & Sioux Rural Water-water usage $3,376.80; Lyon REC-power $40,906.65; Marco-copies $62.12; Meyer Electric-Smidt meter socket $907.24; Midstates Repair-plow truck $856.41; Midwest Alarm-gym keys $244.06; New Century Press-publications $115.83; Norbert Roemen-rebate $50.00; Northern Truck Equip-light $148.15; NWIA City Clerk’s Assn-dues $25.00; Petty Cash-postage/supplies $13.39; Postmaster-stamps $44.00; R&S Sanitation-garbage service $5,284.13; Sandi DeSmet-bonus $50.00; Scott Hanson-water superintendant $1,681.53; Security Savings Bank-Larchwood Bucks $750.00; Stateline Graphics-publications $80.75; Stensland Gravel-gravel $127.17; The Shop-repairs $229.58; Tony DeSmet-bonus/phone/tools $110.00; Treasurer State of Iowa-state tax $4,482.72, withholding-$1,125.00, sales tax-$4,128.00; US Postal Sevice-envelopes/postage $1,060.50.  
Library bills $3,846.80:

Baker & Taylor-books $340.72; City of Larchwood-salary $2,329.10, FICA/IPERS $366.13, Utilities-$90.33; Crossings Book Club-books $36.96; Demco-supplies $113.49; Elite Business Systems-copier $93.54; Iowa History Journal-subscription $18.95; Petty Cash-postage $20.00, Midwest Tape-dvds $287.58; Vicki Rath-storytime $150.00.

Ordinance 2012-1

An Ordinance Amending the Zoning Regulations for the City of Larchwood, Namely Article XI Supplemental District Regulations, Section 11.4 Yard and Area Regulations.
6. Grandfather Clause.  Buildings or foundations that existed before the Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Larchwood was established in 1996, could possibly be lined up with other existing property on the same street side of the block.  The Board of Adjustment upon their discretion, could approve or deny the permit.

Motion by Metzger, second by Sharon Meffert to approve the Ordinance. Roll call vote: all ayes. Council member Sharon Meffert moved that the rule requiring that an Ordinance be considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to this meeting be suspended with respect to Ordinance 2012-1. Second by Metzger. Roll call vote: all ayes.
Ordinance 2012-2

An Ordinance Amending the Zoning Regulations for the City of Larchwood, Namely Article XVII Zoning Enforcement Section 17.3 Zoning/Building Permits Required.

No Building Permit will be issued if the property owner cannot provide proof of property lines.  Motion by Brian Meffert, second by Underberg to adopt. Roll call vote: all ayes.

Council member Underberg moved that the rule requiring that an Ordinance be considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to this meeting be suspended with respect to Ordinance 2012-2. Second by Metzger. Roll call vote: all ayes.

Ordinance 2012-3

An Ordinance Amending the City Code of Ordinances for the City of Larchwood, Namely Title IV, Chapter 1: Traffic Code, Article 6-Stop and Yield 6.03 Stop Intersections

9.  South Street. Vehicles traveling west on South Street shall stop at Blaine Avenue.

Motion by Sharon Meffert, second by Feucht to adopt. Roll call vote: all ayes. Council member Feucht moved that the rule requiring that an Ordinance be considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to this meeting be suspended with respect to Ordinance 2012-3. Second by Brian Meffert. Roll call vote: all ayes

Ordinance 2012-4

An Ordinance Amending Title II, Chapter 2 of the City Code of Ordinances for the City of Larchwood, Relating to Residential Garbage Collection Charges.

Section 2.13-1. Schedule of Fees.  Fees for refuse collection and disposal services increase 2.5% per customer are as follows per provision in contract:

65 gallon container
$15.03 per month

96 gallon container
$15.82 per month

Recyclables

$  1.00 per month

Motion by Metzger, second by Sharon Meffert to approve this rate increase.  Roll call vote: all ayes.  Council member Underberg moved that the rule requiring that an Ordinance be considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to this meeting be suspended with respect to Ordinance 2012-4. Second by Sharon Meffert. Roll call vote: all ayes

The sewer loan is now 10 years old and can be paid off.  Motion by Feucht, second by Brian Meffert to pay what is set aside for the loan now and pay the rest off later.

Roll call vote: all ayes. Next meeting will be the Budget Workshop on Monday, January 16, 2012 at 6:30pm at the Community Center.  Lyon County League of Cities Meeting is Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at 6:30 at the George Community Center, and the next Regular Council Meeting will be Monday, February 6, 2012 at 6:30pm at the Community Center. The meeting was then adjourned on motion from Feucht, second by Brian Meffert.

Sandi DeSmet, City Clerk
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