December 6, 2011

The Larchwood City Council met for their Regular Meeting on Tuesday, December 6, 2011 at the Larchwood Legion.  Council members in attendance were: Dean Snyders, Sharon Meffert, Ted Underberg, Mike Metzger and Josh Feucht.  Also in attendance were: Sandi DeSmet, Tony DeSmet, Darren & Dawn Dubbelde, Carla Manning, Jim Shaddy, Cher Underberg, Stacia Poppens, Jodi DeSmet, Tami Van Hill, April Blau, Shane Reinke, Heather & Jason Lorenzen, Amanda Breuer, Michelle Nelson, Johanna Ver Meer, Julie Joachim, Katie Blauwet, Matt Ross & Cole Johannsen.

The meeting was called to order with roll call by Mayor Elect Snyders.

Jim Shaddy spoke to the council about damage to his yard from street repairs and snow removal. Mayor Elect Snyders said that they will look into it and if need be they will fix it in the spring.
Darren Dubbelde approached the Council about Cheryl Kramer’s bus being a safety issue on the corner of Blaine and South Street. Matt Ross and Cole Johannsen arrived to show their concern for the safety of children playing. Shane Reinke also commented about cars driving very fast on the road. Councilor Metzger said he would talk to Cheryl and make sure that Cheryl stays off the road with her bus, motion by Metzger, second by Feucht to install a stop sign and children playing signs on the corner of Blaine and South Street facing east. Roll call vote: all ayes.  Metzger will also inform Cheryl that she needs to stay 10’ from the stop sign. 

Michelle Nelson and Johanna Ver Meer brought the budget proposal for the Larchwood  Public Library to the Council of $61,525.00 with a 2.95% raise mostly due to postage of interlibrary loans and telephone/internet going to regular price. Michelle Nelson and Carla Manning’s terms will be up in June and Mark Rentschler and Johanna Ver Meer will take their seats.

Carla Manning brought her park budget proposal  for $3075 for fertilizer, edging, mulch, flowers, labor and weed block and also asked the Council for $6626 to finish the west side of the pathways.

Julie Joachim brought the Larchwood Betterment Club’s Budget Proposal and asked for the same amount of $3500. Julie also asked the Council for permission to do soccer field improvements, Council granted permission.

Larchwood Emergency Medical Service had several members attend to ask the City to budget money for them to help to purchase a new rig. Their current unit is not reliable any longer, their volume of calls has doubled. Their job is to save lives and one of these times someone’s life could be in jeopardy. They are the only town around that only has one unit and they are considering keeping their old unit for a backup for cases where two calls happen at the same time.  The City will reevaluate allocations vs calls for the year.

Shane Reinke on behalf the Larchwood Baseball Club submitted their budget for the year in the amount of $4,859.54.  This will be used to purchase Agrilime and Diamond Dry for both diamonds, clay bricks, mound repair, paint and gasoline.

The Consent Agenda was approved on motion from Underberg, second by Meffert. Roll call vote: all ayes.  Items on the Consent Agenda were: November 7, 2011 minutes; Building Permit-Ryan Snyders-garage;  Rebates: Don Giles-water heater, Sandi DeSmet-dishwasher, Snyders Properties-water heater, Ken Kerkvliet-heat pump.

Tony DeSmet gave the maintenance report which included: Sewer main repair on Railroad Street complete, plow truck serviced and inspected-need a new light, Christmas light brackets repaired, 6 street lights repaired, mounted used street light fixture at Lumber Yard, load of gravel poured on Railroad & Rulland to protect man hole covers, 30 meters installed.

Oath of Office was taken by Mayor Elect Snyders, Ted Underberg and Sharon Meffert.

Resolution 2012-2 Approving Final Plat of Zangger Vintage Airpark was approved on motion from Feucht, second by Metzger, roll call vote: all ayes.

The Board of Adjustment proposed to the Council an addition to the Zoning Ordinance  Article XI Supplemental District Regulations Section 11.4  #6. Buildings or foundations that existed before the Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Larchwood was established in 1996, could possibly be lined up with other existing property on the same street side of the block. The Board of Adjustment upon their discretion, could approve or deny the permit. Tony DeSmet also added that an addition should be made to Article XVII Zoning Enforcement, Section 17.3 Zoning/Building Permits Required. No Building Permit will be issued if property owner cannot provide proof of property lines.
Ted Underberg talked with the Council about giving a gift of appreciation to volunteer board members appointed by the Council. Motion by Feucht, second by Meffert to give $50 gift certificates to members of the Board of Adjustment, Planning & Zoning and Library Boards. Roll call vote: all ayes.
Motion by Meffert, second by Metzger to give Tony and Sandi a bonus of $50.00. Roll call vote: all ayes.

Misty Fluit asked Tony about having the street lights extended to the west on Highway 9 since it is very dark in that area.  Sandi will get prices for wooden or breakaway poles.

Bills in the amount of $99,914.30 were approved by motion from Metzger, second by Feucht.  Bills presented for payment were:

All Flags, LLC-flags $85.15; Alliance Comm-phone/internet $181.81; Amazon.com-cds $48.15; Bill Scannell-rebate $500.00; Campbell Supply-snowfence/supplies $100.50; City of Larchwood-utilities $1193.11; Dakota Supply Group-water meters $300.54; Data Tec-meter reader interface $545.00, 2012 License $3461.85; Davis Typewriter-ink $27.60; Dean Snyders-phone $15.00; Don Giles-rebate $100.00; Foundation Analytical-sewer tests $90.00; IPERS-retirement $1142.72; IRS-fed/fica tax $1649.07; Josh Feucht-mileage $13.50; Larchwood Food Ctr-supplies $23.42; Larchwood Library-allocation $4076.10; Larchwood Lumber-supplies $273.85; Larchwood Mini Mart-gas/diesel $442.05; Lyon & Sioux Rural Water-water usage $3235.10; Lyon Co Auditor-election $1291.72; Lyon Rural Electric-power/labor $40684.89; Matt Parrot-forms $388.84; Midstates Repair-plow truck $542.67; New Century Press-publications $138.35; NW IA League of Cities-dues $25.00; O’Reilly Auto Parts-supplies $15.88; Postmaster-stamps $44.00; R&S Sanitation-garbage service $5654.85; Radarsign LLC-sign $4060.00; Sandi DeSmet-rebate $20.00; Snyders Properties-rebate $80.00; Stateline Graphics-publications $152.51; The Shop-supplies $538.16; Tony DeSmet-phone/tools $60.00; Treasurer State of IA-sales tax $2688.28; Tri-State Ready Mix-red rock $960.00; Uline-sign $59.63.  TIF bills: Civil Ag Group $5000.00; Schlotfeldt Engineering-labor $20005.00.  Library bills:  Alliance Comm-phone/internet $88.66; Baker & Taylor-books $148.74; City-salary $2488.43, Utilities $91.63, FICA $190.36, IPERS $200.81; Crossings Book Club-books $16.98; Everyday Food-magazine $9.00; Gayle Bruns-office supplies $30.76; Petty Cash-postage $25.00; Midwest Tape-dvds $267.93; Nadine Dykstra-mileage $91.58; Sew News-magazine $23.98.
November Expenditures:




November Revenues:

General
$  16,280.77




General 
$ 32,389.92

Road Use
$  5,917.13




Road Use
$   7,106.64

Water

$    6,058.28




Water

$  11,214.33

Sewer

$    8,640.22




Sewer

$    7,924.99

Electric
$  45,958.76




Electric
$  56,227.64

Garbage
$    5,570.27




Garbage
$    5,731.27

TIF

$  25,005.00




TIF

$    5,747.38



$113,430.43




LOST

$    6,043.71










$132,385.88

Library

$    3,673.86




Library

$    4,668.41

Motion by Metzger, second by Underberg to adjourn.  Roll call vote: all ayes.

Next meeting will be Wednesday, January 5, 2012 at 6:30 pm at the Larchwood Community Center.

Sandi DeSmet,

City Clerk
