April 5, 2011

The Larchwood City Council met for a Public Hearing on Monday, April 4, 2011 at 6:30 pm at the Larchwood Community Center. Council members in attendance were Mike Metzger, Josh Feucht, Sharon Meffert, Ted Underberg and Dean Snyders. Also in attendance were Tony DeSmet, Carla Manning, Susie TeGrootenhuis, Julie Joachim, Steve Simons, Verdona Kelly, Sandi DeSmet and Scott Parsons.

Mayor Vanden Bosch called the Zoning Ordinance Public Hearing to order. There were no written or oral comments from the public. Motion by Metzger, second by Snyders to adopt.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Council member Underberg made a motion to waive the required three readings, second by Meffert. Roll call vote all ayes.  Ordinance No 8 duly adopted. The Zoning Ordinance Public Hearing was then closed.

Mayor Vanden Bosch called the Subdivision Ordinance Public Hearing to order.  There were no written or oral comments from the public.  Motion by Feucht, second by Metzger to adopt. Roll call vote – all ayes.  Council member Underberg made a motion to waive the required three readings, second by Snyders.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Ordinance No 9 duly adopted.  The Subdivision Ordinance Public Hearing was then closed.

Julie Joachim and Susie TeGrootenhuis of the Larchwood Betterment Club talked with the council on placement of playground equipment on the left field side of the softball diamond, out of the way of traffic so it could be used by both ball diamond and soccer fields. They will keep in touch with the City when they know what they will be getting.
Scott Parsons with the Larchwood Community Group presented the Council with several swimming pool plans for indoor and outdoor facilities and funding options available. He asked the Council if it would be alright to do a survey of the town to see what citizens would like.  The Council agreed that this would be a good idea and a door to door survey might be a better choice.  Sandi will do some research to see how the plans compare to other towns in the area.

Steve Simons informed the Council of a Hotel/Motel Tax vote that will be held on Tuesday, May 3 for voters in unincorporated Lyon County. No Larchwood citizens will be voting, this is for rural areas only.  If passed it will be an additional 7% tax that 50% will be used for recreation, tourism and promotion of tourism in Lyon County. The other 50% will be decided upon by the Board of Supervisors. In the future if the City of Larchwood would like to impose a Hotel/Motel Tax it would be a separate vote.

A thank you was received from Brent & Sarah Taggart for the Baby Electric Credit.

A thank you was received from the Lyon County 4-H for used of the Community Center to impact eleven 4-Hers with a learning experience of sewing.

The Consent Agenda was approved on motion from Underberg, second by Metzger. Roll call vote – all ayes.  Items on the Consent Agenda were:  Approval of March 7, 2011 minutes, Daryl Spaans-water heater rebate, Building Permits: Snyders Properties-garage, Stephanie Schreurs, storage shed, E-threads-sign, Bill & Virginia Scannell-deck & storage shed.
Tony DeSmet gave the Maintenance Report which consisted of: installing LED street light, maintenance on John Deere tractor and lawnmowers, fixed water leak on Burr, same location different source. Tony would like to build a valve exerciser that would aid in opening and closing every main valve once a year. Water loss was down this month, not sure if it is a meter issue. The Council instructed Tony to replace all meters that were not previously replaced. Tony will make sure he has enough and put an ad in the paper as to the schedule of replacement.


Financial reports were approved on motion from Metzger, second by Underberg. Roll call vote – all ayes.  Bills presented for payment in the amount of $74,351.36 were approved on motion from Snyders, second by Meffert. Roll call vote – all ayes.  Bills presented for payment were: Alliance-phone/internet $177.97; Andrew Johnson-snow removal $125.00; Campbell Supply-supplies $17.91; City of Larchwood-utilities $2,139.81; Dakota Supply-curb stops $639.19; Daryl Spaans-rebate $100.00; Data Tech-spring meeting $95.00; Davis Typewriter-office supplies $414.45; Doris Koch-rebate $50.00; IAMU-dues $1,707.00; Icon Ag-supplies $121.89; IPERS-retirement $1,170.79; IRS-Fed/FICA tax $1,793.73; Larchwood Food Center-supplies $11.29; Larchwood Library-allocation $4,155.70; Larchwood Lumber-supplies $53.91; Larchwood Mini Mart-gas $663.40; Leloux Diversified-service $250.00; Leuthold Plbg-water leak repair $1,174.66; Lyon & Sioux RW-water $3,289.60; Lyon County Road-blades $345.52; Lyon REC-labor $381.28, power $42,158.53; Marco-copier $97.93; Midstates Repair-service $321.21; New Century Press-publications $221.65; Northland Seamless-refund $98.97; NWIPDC-ordinance updates $3,500.00; Petty Cash-postage $72.56; Postmaster-stamps $28.00; R&S Sanitation-service $5,356.83; R-B Electric-bulbs $77.40; Sandi DeSmet-mileage $13.50; Service Concepts-LED street light $253.04; Stateline Graphics-publications $65.25; Stensland Gravel-snow removal $1,171.25; The Shop-supplies $53.98; Todd’s True Value-UPS water test $16.27; Tony DeSmet-phone/tools $60.00; Treasurer State of IA-withholding $1,050.00, sales tax $584.00; Truenorth-insurance $14.00; Vander Lee Motors-repair $258.89.
March Expenditures




March Revenues
General
$  14,353.66



General
$    9,396.87

Road Use
$    3,411.03



Road Use
$    7,922.94

Water

$    7,874.16



Water

$    8,516.70
Sewer

$    1,649.17



Sewer

$    6,959.79

Electric
$  46,889.74



Electric
$  66,502.33

Garbage
$    5,356.83



Garbage
$    5,548.75

TIF

$    1,183.17



TIF

$    6,401.54



$  80,717.76



LOST

$    3,397.65










$114,646.57

Library

$    3,956.77



Library

$    4,155.70

Carla Manning asked permission to plant two donated replacement trees in the park.

Motion by Snyders, second by Meffert to replace.

There will be a Grand Falls Casino Job Fair at the Rec Center on April 19, 2011  from 10am – 7pm.

Sandi explained budget amendments of $2,000 for garbage due to fuel surcharges, $2,000 to public works due to snow removal and street repairs and $20,000 to water for unexpected water repairs. There will be a Public Hearing at the May 2, 2011 meeting.
The mosquito spraying contract was renewed at a 4% increase with Mosquito Control of Iowa. 

Discussion was held on the formula for what the city allocates to the Fire Department and LEMS.  Sandi will look into this further.

The Lyon County League of Cities and Community Foundation of Lyon County Grant Award meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 27 at 6:30 pm at the Larchwood Community Center.  Next council meeting will be Monday, May 2, 2011.

Sandi DeSmet,

City Clerk
